Welcome/ Introduction by chair - Russell Brown MP
As chair of the APPG on Street Children, may I welcome you this launch of "The Street Children of Brazil" which chronicles the remarkable story of Sarah de Carvalho and the Happy Child charity that she founded.  It is estimated that there are over 100m street children across the world - perhaps the most traumatised, abused and vulnerable group of people imaginable.  The APPG on Street Children was formed in 1992 to raise awareness, apply pressure and give aid and moral support to initiatives that will aid street children. When confronted with the scale and horror of what street children experience, it is sometimes hard to know how we can make a practical difference.  
Around the time the APPG on Street Children was formed, Sarah de Carvalho was at the peak of a glittering television and media career when she chose to go to Brazil to see how she could practically make a difference.  Her shocking experiences of what she found in the slums of Rio are told in her compelling and gripping book.
I first met Sarah when she presented to the APPG here in Parliament in March this year when she was a powerful advocate for the street children of Brazil who today are facing a new crisis of sexual exploitation.    
The first edition of Sarah's book is already an international best seller and the new version being launched today brings us bang up to date in 2009.  What Sarah's book brings home so vividly is that amongst the squalor and violence of the slums, every street child is an individual with a story to tell and a future if only somebody will listen and offer the opportunity.
As Sarah tells in her book from starting with nothing, over the past 16 years the charity she founded has grown to become one of the most respected charities in Brazil dealing with street children.  In that time 7,400 street children have been rescued - every one given a life changing opportunity.  The charity has 9 houses operating in two city centres with over 70 local Brazilian staff, including social workers, psychologists and educationalists.  The charity has created a unique 12 step programme of rescue, restoration and re-integration of children back in to their communities.  It has established a highly effective training programme for the specialist work with street children and has trained over 500 people worldwide - and has spawned several new street children's' charities.  On top of all of that Happy Child is one of the founding members of a global alliance of charities working with street children, and Sarah is currently the CEO of that Alliance, as well as CEO of Happy Child.  
We should be proud of the difference that Sarah has made and congratulate her on the achievements of the work of Happy Child that are so powerfully told in her book.
